Prospectus, February 21, 2018 by Parkland College et al.
emmaGRAY | Editor
Parkland’s agricul-
ture and horticulture 
program will host their 
50th Annual Agricul-
ture Banquet on Feb. 
27 in the Student Union 
from 6–7:30 p.m. with 
the doors opening at 
5:30 p.m.. 
The purpose of the 
banquet is to celebrate 
the program’s suc-
cesses, past and future. 
At the banquet, students 
and industry partners 
will be recognized for 
their hard work.
“The Agriculture 
Banquet is a time when 
the faculty recognize 
outstanding student 
achievements in the 
agriculture and hor-
ticulture programs,” 
said Jenni Fridgen, the 
director of the precision 
agriculture program. 
“We also recognize our 
industry partners that 
have provided work 
experience opportuni-
ties for our students.” 
One way the pro-
grams recognizes 
exceptional partners to 
the program, whether 
from Parkland or from 
the industry, is by giv-
ing out an annual award 
for a person who has 
“exhibited strong sup-
port of the agriculture 
and horticulture pro-
grams,” Fridgen said.  
The award is called 
the Crystal Apple award 
and the recipients of the 
award in the past have 
been board members, 
faculty and staff of 
Parkland College, advi-
sory board members 
and contributing part-
ners. 
Because this year is 
the 50th anniversary of 
the banquet, all alumni 
are being invited to 
come and view a spe-
cial video being made 
in their honor. The 
video will feature stu-
dents who were in the 
first classes to graduate 
from Parkland, as well 
as recent graduates. 
Aside from the video 
presentation, there will 
also be presentations to 
recognize the students 
and industry partners, 
the anniversary, and the 
Crystal Apple award. 
The agriculture and 
horticulture programs 
at Parkland are grow-
ing to meet the needs 
of students, Fridgen 
said. One way that the 
horticulture program 
has done this is by add-
ing a class on sustain-
ability. They have also 
expanded their sustain-
able garden, found by 
the T-wing and W-wing. 
This sustainable gar-
den donates its surplus 
produce to the Wesley 
Food Pantry on campus, 
which provides free 
food for students and 
community members. 
The horticulture 
program teaches stu-
dents about a variety of 
fields, including grow-
ing plants from seeds, 
growing food, land-
scape design, and floral 
design. It offers both 
certificate programs 
and associate degrees 
with lots of hands on 
learning according to 
the website. 
Fridgen says that the 
precision agriculture 
program also contin-
ues to grow. According 
to Parkland’s website, 
Parkland is the only col-
lege in Illinois to offer 
an associate degree in 
this field. 
“Our program is dif-
ferent from others as 
we are the [only] one to 
actually offer an AAS in 
Precision Ag whereas 
most community col-
leges only offer a cer-
tificate,” Fridgen said. 
“Our courses are very 
comprehensive with 
hands-on experience 
for our students, using 
technology used in the 
industry today. We train 
our students on the tech-
nology that most farm-
ers don’t even have yet.”
Parkland College also 
is the only college in the 
state to offer precision 
agriculture courses for 
high school students, 
according to Fridgen. 
Precision agriculture 
is a field that uses Global 
Positioning Systems, 
Geographic Informa-
tion Systems and other 
technology to support 
farmers making deci-
sions about crop sus-
tainability and manage-
ment. 
Students in Park-
land’s program can 
work at paid internships 
through Parkland’s 
national and local part-
nerships with the indus-
try. Students who study 
in the precision agricul-
ture program can go on 
to have careers as pre-
cision agriculture spe-
cialists and sales people, 
natural resource techni-
cians, or equipment spe-
cialists.
Parkland also has a 
historical agriculture 
club, Phi Alpha Chi, 
which was initiated in 
1968 and is still active 
today, according to Frid-
gen. 
The banquet will be 
catered by Dish Pas-
sionate Cuisine, a local 
catering company. Frid-
gen said in the past 
attendance has ranged 
from 100–175 people. 
Although the event is 
free, people are encour-
aged to RSVP if they 
plan to attend. 
To RSVP for the ban-
quet, contact Chris-
tine Murphy-Lucas by 
emailing cmurphy@
parkland.edu.
Agriculture program to 
host 50th annual banquet 
davidSAVEANU | Reporter
Brian Nudelman is a 
professor at Parkland 
who teaches English, 
literature, and coordi-
nates numerous out-
reach efforts around 
campus. 
“I teach classes in the 
humanities, [but] my 
primary work in many 
ways is service learning 
coordinator for the col-
lege,” Nudelman said.
In this role he coordi-
nates different aspects 
of volunteerism and ser-
vice learning through-
out the college.  
“I coordinate volun-
teerism and service 
learning classes and 
programs, classes that 
incorporate community 
service into the class, 
supporting faculty sup-
porting students and all 
that,” Nudelman said. 
He says that he 
believes in service 
learning because he’s 
always been uncom-
fortable with the idea 
of learning taking place 
entirely in a classroom. 
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After a youth opened fire in a Flor-
ida high school on Wed. Feb. 14, 17 
kids are dead. 
The day of the shooting landed 
both on Saint Valentine’s Day and Ash 
Wednesday. The massacre was tragic. 
It never should have happened. Like 
all mass shootings, candles will be lit, 
tears shed, and there will be calls for 
further clamping down on gun rights 
within the nation.
It’s not surprising at all that horrid 
events like these prompt discussion, 
as they well should. It’s also unsur-
prising that people’s knee-jerk reac-
tion is to tighten the grip on gun con-
trol, as they view the tool to be the 
cause, but rare, dramatic examples 
like these always seem to overshadow 
the positive benefits that firearms 
bring American citizens, like safety 
and security within their own homes. 
Millions of Americans own firearms 
and utilize them safely and responsi-
bly every year.
Citizens are increasingly told they 
should be content to rely on law 
enforcement for protection, but in 
places like New Orleans, where a 
report by the New Orleans Advo-
cate in 2015 revealed that the average 
response time for 911 responders was 
well over an hour, waiting for police 
assistance is not always a realistic 
alternative to self-protection.
While there is heated debate over 
whether or not “right to carry” laws 
actually help reduce crime rates, 
homicide rates did plummet in states 
like Florida and Texas after their 
concealed carry laws were passed, 
according to statistics gathered by 
gunfacts.info. In general, according 
to stats collected by the site, crime 
rates are generally higher in states 
with restrictive gun legislation.
“A sword never kills anybody; it is 
a tool in the killer’s hand,” Seneca the 
Younger said nearly 2,000 years ago. 
The debate over cause and effect 
regarding weaponry would seem to 
be as old as the chicken and the egg 
debate. From the beginning of the 
United States, the founders decided 
to enshrine the right to bear arms in 
the second amendment of the con-
stitution. The debate over that deci-
sion only takes a back seat to debates 
about the right to practice religion 
and speak freely.  
Sadly, stepping on the foundations 
of our great nation’s laws is becom-
ing more and more common in an 
era where a plaque commemorat-
ing George Washington was removed 
from a Virginia church because he 
was deemed too “controversial.”
The constitution is apparently 
archaic in this day and age. For the 
discontented, it’s a code of laws writ-
ten centuries ago by a bunch of old 
racists. For the corrupt, it’s just a hur-
dle to leap over and manipulate to fur-
ther consolidate power, rather than 
guide our government’s conduct. But 
to throw away the foundations of the 
laws of this nation is not to be taken 
lightly. Amending the constitution is 
incredibly hard and the right to bear 
arms was deliberately added as part 
of that constitution. It was not just 
common law that the founding fathers 
wanted in place. They enshrined it as 
a right that they did not want to be 
removed easily.
Whether or not people can still seri-
ously entertain the idea of throwing 
off an oppressive government is up 
for debate, but the notion is still there 
in spirit, if nothing else. The second 
amendment was not put in place to 
protect the right to hunt deer, nor 
was it put in to allow people to have 
a good time at the firing range. It was 
meant to give people the power over 
their government as something of a 
last resort, an insurance policy. That 
if all else failed, the people might have 
the means to decide their futures by 
force, as was the case with the nation’s 
birth.
Even if all the weight that we the 
people have behind us has more or 
less evaporated due to militaristic 
technological innovations over the 
last 200 years, erasing the second 
amendment still reflects a fundamen-
tal change in the fabric of the Amer-
ican value system. It reflects a shift 
towards total reliance on the state and 
a people totally at the mercy of poli-
ticians; a system we in Illinois know 
works ‘oh, so well’ because of politi-
cians like Blagojevich. It’s an attitude 
and a system that is diametrically 
opposed to the founding principles of 
the United States.
Terrorist attacks like those in Paris, 
Nice, and London in recent years, 
show that mass violence will never 
stop just because access to firearms 
decreases. Criminals will use trucks, 
cars, knives, machetes, bombs, and 
yes, they’ll still use guns. Chicago, 
which has some of the strictest gun 
laws in the USA, also possesses one of 
the highest rates of firearm homicide. 
Local media also recently reported 
that even the number of bullet holes 
found in murder victims has increased 
since the 90s. The study, published by 
the Chicago Sun Times, reports that 
the number has nearly doubled. 
Switzerland, on the other hand, has 
one gun for every four citizens and is 
continually ranked as one of the safest 
places on the planet in terms of vio-
lent crime according to their official 
published statistics. Mass shootings 
just aren’t an occurrence there. The 
USA does not have a gun problem. It 
has a crime and mental health prob-
lem.
Yes, the Florida massacre could 
have been prevented, but if the 
shooter never had the gun, there 
would have likely been other weap-
ons used instead. This nation needs to 
address mental health issues rather 
than take more firearms out of the 
hands of law-abiding citizens.
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raises political conflict
“[I] like the idea of making learn-
ing not just happen in the classroom,” 
Nudelman said. “I was always uncom-
fortable with lecturing a whole lot.”
Nudelman says that volunteering 
allows students to learn about differ-
ent perspectives by connecting with 
people in the community. 
“Through experiences, we can 
have pretty profound opportunities 
for learning so that’s where I found 
what I’m most interested in. I think 
many college students are looking to 
have experiences that connect them 
with the community, that have them 
doing positive work in the community 
and then, ultimately, the opportunity 
to see the world a little differently....
That’s what keeps me going, seeing 
students come out of their comfort 
zones and do work that’s positive and 
work that’s meaningful to not only 
their community, but themselves and 
how they see themselves.”
Nudelman found a passion for ser-
vice learning early on in his career.
“I’ve been doing this work since 
grad school, that’s where I was first 
introduced to the idea of service learn-
ing. When I was doing grad school 
work at the University of Southern 
Mississippi…I was in a classroom 
about pedagogy, about teaching, and 
my teacher said ‘Why don’t you go 
do some volunteer work at the com-
munity center in downtown Hatties-
burg?’,” Nudelman said. 
It was that service learning proj-
ect that sparked his interest and con-
vinced him to use it in his teaching.
“It was like an afterschool program 
for the kids in that area. I thought it 
was great experience. It was a differ-
ent type of learning experience, so I 
brought that to Parkland,” Nudelman 
said.
Nudelman started implementing 
what he learned from that project 
shortly after he joined Parkland in 
2004.  
“I was coming from Mississippi 
to Champaign, so I did have to get 
adjusted, but within a couple years, 
I applied for the service learning 
coordinator position and just started 
expanding out the work [and] sup-
porting faculty,” Nudelman said. 
Nudelman wanted to provide more 
opportunities for students to volun-
teer and increase the overall effi-
ciency of volunteering. He accom-
plished this by making a center where 
students can receive volunteer oppor-
tunities.
“That’s always been a dream of 
mine here at the college. My office 
right here has always been the home 
of volunteerism and service learning, 
but the idea was to create an office, a 
space on the campus that supported 
this work, where students who were 
looking to do some volunteer work 
could come in and say ‘Okay I’m free 
on Saturdays, is there any way I could 
start volunteer work,’” Nudelman 
said. “I guess the unofficial title right 
now is center for community engage-
ment.”
“[It will be a] place for the faculty 
who are interested in doing some ser-
vice learning to get some support to 
get some ideas, and for folks in the 
community to come in and say, ‘We’re 
looking for some college students.’”
Nudelman’s dreaming of having 
this center is still in its initial stages 
of being organized. 
“It’s still really rough… we’re still 
figuring out what we’re doing,” said 
Nudelman. 
Ultimately Nudelman wants to 
create a place where people can go 
“whether its volunteerism or whether 
it’s the service learning…[or] using 
service as a way to learn and think 
about different ways of learning,” 
that they’re interested in. 
Nudelman has also been actively 
working on the Homework Club, an 
afterschool program that he helped 
start which helps students at a nearby 
elementary school. 
“[We are] doing our Homework 
Club now for the 11th year. We’ve had 
Parkland students come out to Gar-
den Hills Elementary and work after 
school with their fourth and fifth grad-
ers […] one on one with these young 
folks, helping them with their home-
work, helping them with their reading 
working as a tutor/mentor for these 
young folks,” Nudelman said.
Nudelman said the Homework 
Club positively impacts students and 
teaches them about our community. 
“My goal is ultimately to provide 
Parkland students with a positive 
experience. Some of the students here 
are from Champaign-Urbana and 
some of these students are from out-
lying communities, these rural com-
munities, and so going into Garden 
Hills, can be a bit of an eye opener,” 
Nudelman said.
Nudelman wishes “to get Park-
land students out of their comfort 
zone and some experience,” he said. 
“Maybe they’re thinking about teach-
ing, maybe they’re undecided and it 
gives them the opportunity to do good 
work in the community.”
For more information about service 
learning and volunteering efforts at 
Parkland, visit parkland.edu/service-
learning. 
Photo by Richard Vogel | AP Photo
Protesters join in on a grassroots movement during a rally against gun 
violence in downtown Los Angeles on Monday, Feb. 19, 2018. Hundreds 
of sign-carrying, chanting protesters have converged on a downtown Los 
Angeles park, demanding tougher background checks and other gun-safety 
measures following the deadly school shooting in Florida.
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Fact or Fiction
Fact: Both giraffes and humans have seven cervical 
vertebrae, although in giraffes, each vertebra can be around 
ten inches long. 
ACROSS
2 Cash crop used to make bluish-purple dye (6)
6 Sierra ____, not the soda pop (5)
7 A breed of cat with no fur (6)
8 What second place gets you in Pyeongchang (6)
9 Keeps a pool clean and smelly (8)
10 Spongebob’s grumpy neighbor (9)
13 What diamonds are made of (6)
14 His last name likely inspired his recent album’s title (10)
15 King at the Battle of Hastings in 1066 (6)
16 A brain chemical perhaps a part of falling in love (8)
18 “Boom” goes the ____ (8)
22 He leant his first name to the teddy bear (9)
24 War of the ____, also a great Valentine’s Day gift (5)
25 North Carolina: “First in ____” (6)
26 Your date’s chocolate comes from this bean (5)
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Across Down
2 A popular cash crop in India used for dye.
6 Sierra _____. Not the soda pop.
7 half cat, half man.
8 What second best gets you.
9 Keeps a pool clean and smelly.
10 Spongebob's grumpy neighbor.
13 The diamond on that ring is composed of this element.
14 His last name likely inspired his recent album's title.
15 Had a journey to White Castle.
16 A chemical responsible for 'falling in love.'
18 And 'boom' goes the _______.
22 The original teddy bears were created thanks to this
1 You'll turn this if you've got jaundice.
3 Short dictator.
4 a shoe­maker or dessert
5 Mediterranean island with a tree named after it.
9 Bleached broccoli
11 Where croissants are more beloved than maple
syrup.
12 Straight as a lightening bolt.
17 Spontaneously turned from grey to white.
19 Home of the great Khan.
20 90's show about four friends.
21 A large hall and a large component of the heart.
ANSWERS FROM LAST WEEK
DOWN
1 The color of a Coldplay hit (6)
3 Invaded Russia in the winter (8)
4 A dessert or a shoemaker (7)
5 A Mediterranean island and a tree (6)
9 Bleached broccoli (11)
11 Where croissants are more beloved than maple syrup (6)
12 Adj., straight as a lightning bolt (7)
17 Tolkien’s old, wise wizard (7)
19 Once the largest contiguous land empire in history (8)
20 Nineties show about four friends (8)
21 Large hall or a component of the heart (6)
23 Winners of LII (6)
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Across Down
2 A popular cash crop in India used for dye.
6 Sierra _____. Not the soda pop.
7 half cat, half man.
8 What second best gets you.
9 Keeps a pool clean and smelly.
10 Spongebob's grumpy neighbor.
13 The diamond on that ring is composed of this element.
14 His last name likely inspired his recent album's title.
15 Had a journey to White Castle.
16 A chemical responsible for 'falling in love.'
18 And 'boom' goes the _______.
22 The original teddy bears were created thanks to this
1 You'll turn this if you've got jaundice.
3 Short dictator.
4 a shoe­maker or dessert
5 Mediterranean island with a tree named after it.
9 Bleached broccoli
11 Where croissants are more beloved than maple
syrup.
12 Straight as a lightening bolt.
17 Spontaneously turned from grey to white.
19 Home of the great Khan.
20 90's show about four friends.
21 A large hall and a large component of the heart.
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evyjoCOMPTON | Reporter
Computers are everywhere, from 
the small ones we call cellphones, to 
the large ones that papers are writ-
ten on. 
The Computer Technology Center 
provides a variety of courses and in-
depth knowledge for students and the 
public regarding these miraculous 
devices. 
The Computer Technology Center 
is located D228. The classes are spe-
cial because they are open entry and 
exit. 
“The Computer Technology Center 
is a classroom that’s open 31 hours a 
week,” said Tammy Kesler, director of 
the computer technology center. “We 
have open entry-exit classes which 
means that students start and stop on 
their own schedule. For example, if 
they start in January, they must finish 
in May. If they start in April, they still 
must finish in May, so it doesn’t carry 
over. But this does allow for flexibil-
ity.”
A variety of classes are offered for 
students and the public to take for 
credit or for non-credit. There are no 
pre-requisites to take these classes 
and there are 21 classes offered. 
“They are all, but the exception of 
two, one credit hour classes,” Kes-
ler said. “From everything like key-
boarding to beginner’s computer 
skills, to Google apps, to Windows 
10…Microsoft Word, Excel, Power-
Point, Access.”
Computers not only affect school-
work, but they affect everyday life. 
The courses are not meant for stu-
dents alone. 
“The public can take the courses, 
not for credit of course, but they can 
audit the classes and learn. It’s the 
same price. It’s really beneficial for 
everyone. Students, professors, the 
public […]. You can never stop learn-
ing with computers. There is always 
some trick that you’ve never heard 
of, and you learn from someone else,” 
Kesler said.
Students have the option to take the 
courses in-person where a teacher is 
available, or alone online. They can 
also mix it up. 
“They have access to a teacher for 
31 hours a week,” Kesler said. “If they 
do the work in D228, they can use our 
book. “It will save them money, and 
they will have access to a teacher 
who is available to help them. If they 
want to do it off campus, they can do 
it online, or they can do it both. They 
can do it a little bit online, or a little bit 
here on campus. It’s up to them.”
Life happens, and sometimes a 
four-credit class is just not possible. 
The Computer Technology Center 
has faced this head-on and is offering 
a solution. 
“We also offer a system where 
if someone wanted to take CIS-135 
which is Parkland’s beginner com-
puter class and is also four credit 
hours…we have taken that course and 
divided it into pieces,” Kesler said. “So 
instead of taking a large four credit 
hour course, they can take four one 
credit hour courses. Maybe they can 
take two during spring, and two doing 
summer–it’s up to them. We have four 
of these classes that we have modu-
larized.”
Not only can students earn cred-
its towards their degree or gradua-
tion, but they can also take an exam 
to become certified in a variety of 
Microsoft applications. 
“We are a Microsoft testing cen-
ter, so when they are all done with 
the credit hours for each application, 
such as Word, they could take the 
Microsoft Specialist Exam,” Kesler 
said. “This would indicate that they 
are certified in Word, or Access or the 
other applications, it is a leg up. This 
is included in their fees since we have 
a site license. If students take our 
courses, they can take the exams.”
These classes are helpful for learn-
ing about the technology we use on a 
daily basis, and they are also helpful 
with the job market. 
“Let’s say you work somewhere in 
Champaign, or wherever, and your 
employer says that they really wish 
you knew how to work Word,” Kesler 
said. “They could come in and start 
Word in April. We would get them 
signed up, and they could start imme-
diately. Sometimes if you say that you 
have a section that starts next fall, 
students will lose interest. Or if some-
one is looking at newspaper ads, and 
stumbles upon one that says must 
be proficient in Microsoft Word and 
Excel, they could call us, and we could 
get them started today.”
Time management is key. This is 
important for students to think about 
before taking any of these courses. 
“This is a great format for students 
with time management skills,” Kesler 
said. “Those that don’t may struggle. 
You get people who, at midterm, may 
need to drop a class, but they have to 
stay full time. This is the perfect filler 
class or classes. It isn’t a blow off 
class, of course, but at least they will 
get something out of it. Something 
that is very beneficial to them.” 
The courses are designed to be 
helpful for students in much more 
than just learning about computers. 
“A lot of people don’t know about 
these courses, and the skills learned 
are really needed,” Kesler said. 
“We’ve talked to English professors 
about what students have to know 
before getting into the class, and 
it’s a little bit of everything. We’ve 
designed courses around this to make 
sure students can learn what it takes 
to be a proficient student here at Park-
land.”
For more information, contact 
Tammy Kesler at tkesler@parkland.
edu. 
Computer Technology Center 
classes provide valuable job skills 
kaidenPOPE | Reporter
On Feb 24, several Parkland grad-
uates and one former Parkland staff 
member will be inducted into Park-
land’s Athletic Hall of Fame for 2017. 
All of the former students to be 
inducted were very successful ath-
letes and the staff member, Stephen 
Brown, was the former coordinator 
of CobraSports, the online broadcast 
of play-by-plays of Parkland sports 
games. 
Brown first came to work at Park-
land in 1979, when he was the director 
of broadcasting and the general man-
ager of 88.7 WPCD FM, Parkland’s 
radio station. He also began Park-
land’s cable and video station, PCTV. 
PCTV’s early programming cov-
ered Parkland sports games, begin-
ning with basketball and extending 
to softball when he was impressed by 
one of his students involved with the 
team. He then began to cover every 
home game and every sport, posting 
them on the cobrasports.net website 
in December 2009 and January 2010. 
CobraSports covered over 100 
games in their first year, 2010, and 
covered thousands of games since. 
The games are available both as audio 
recordings of the play-by-plays on the 
website after the game, and as live 
audio streams. 
In 1985, Brown explains that Park-
land was having a budget crisis and 
needed to make cuts to staff. Brown 
opted to move from managing WPCD 
and PCTV to teaching communica-
tions, so as to ensure that no one cur-
rently employed at WPCD and PCTV 
would be fired. 
“I did broadcast since I was 14 years 
old, and by the time I moved to teach-
ing I was ready to move on to some-
thing a little different, while staying 
with broadcasting a little bit.” Brown 
said. “And then there was this student 
who made it fun. It was an everybody 
wins kind of deal.” 
When Brown retired in 2012, a for-
mer student, Brian Schutte, took over 
Brown’s COM 150 Sports Broadcast-
ing course and the management of 
CobraSports. Schutte says that the 
program, while directed by himself, 
is manned by students. 
Schutte says that the program offers 
a scholarship for participating in the 
CobraSports broadcast. It’s a Fine and 
Applied Arts Activities Scholarships 
that includes a half-
tuition waiver for dif-
ferent outlets, including 
WPCD, the art depart-
ment, theater programs, 
and CobraSports. 
Schutte says the schol-
arship program acts very 
much like an internship. 
Students are required 
to work for a number of 
hours, which offers them 
hands-on experience not 
frequently offered to 
underclassmen at larger 
universities. 
“I’m really thankful 
for the experience and 
the time that I had with 
Brown at the beginning 
because he was such an 
experienced instructor.” 
Schutte said. “He really 
showed me the effec-
tive ways to improve my 
own skills, and then how 
to take those skills and 
teach them to students. 
Nothing makes you feel 
better than seeing a student who was 
reluctant to go on the air at the begin-
ning of the semester, and see them 
grow and improve and take the mike 
and develop their own air personal-
ity.” 
According to Brown and Schutte, 
academic vice president Nancy Sut-
ton was also instrumental in the 
administration and funding of the 
project. Schutte says that because 
she was the department chair for the 
fine and applied arts program, her 
involvement was necessary for get-
ting the COM 150 Sports Broadcast-
ing course on the curriculum. 
“She views CobraSports as being 
very important to be tied to the edu-
cational institution.” Schutte said. 
“She’s still very involved in the deci-
sion making from an administrative 
standpoint.”
Originally CobraSports planned on 
putting the games on the radio station 
but decided against it.  
“The audience we’d built for the 
radio station wasn’t the audience who 
wanted sports! We initially thought 
about putting the games on the station 
on a delay basis, at midnight or some-
thing, but as we thought about that, 
that made less and less sense,” Brown 
said. “So we sort of borrowed from 
what others had done, and what we 
could do with a digital audio recorder 
and the Internet. And so one thing led 
to another.” 
While Brown was inducted into the 
Hall of Fame as a coordinator and 
staff contributor, most of the induct-
ees included in the honor were Park-
land graduate athletes who achieved 
success through the Parkland sports 
programs. 
Eric Xidis, a former student who 
graduated in 2001, was among those 
who achieved a substantial amount 
of athletic success in baseball. While 
he no longer plays, due in part to an 
arm injury, he received a kinesiology 
degree and remains a die-hard base-
ball fan. 
Xidis was the pitcher for the Park-
land Cobras Baseball team in 2000 
and 2001. In 2001 he was named the 
All-Conference Pitcher of the Year, as 
well as both the All-Region and All-
American honors. He has held the 
season win record of 13-1 since 2001 
and led his team to the NJCAA World 
Series for the first time in Parkland 
sports history. 
Xidis received a full scholarship 
to the University of Illinois at Chi-
cago for baseball. There he brought 
his team at UIC to the NCAA Baseball 
Tournament in 2002. 
In addition to being offered the 
award to the Parkland Hall of Fame 
in 2017, he was inducted into the UIC 
Hall of Fame. He currently works in 
the digital advertising and marketing 
industry. 
Xidis says his grandfather was the 
driving force behind his participation 
in baseball. He gave Xidis some very 
valuable lessons that applied equally 
to baseball and to life. 
“My grandpa wrote me a note when 
I graduated from Parkland in 2001, it 
said ‘if you fail to prepare, prepare to 
fail.” Xidis said. “I think that in sports 
you have to fully engage in the col-
lege process, academic, team life, 
and community life. What you do now 
is going to affect what your future 
holds, and if you’re not fully engaged, 
you are preparing to fail.” 
Xidis explained that his daily rou-
tine of exercises, weights, running, 
and throwing in the bullpen during 
the week leading up to practices and 
games was just as important as how 
he played during the games. It was the 
preparation for success that allowed 
him to succeed. 
Athletic Hall of Fame 
inductees celebrate successes
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Pictured is the CobraSports Banner before a basketball game between University 
of Illinois Urbana-Champaign and Parkland.
